
WASHINGTON, DC HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM



Close Up is more than a tour  – we are the ultimate  

real-world experience. Since 1971, we have 

brought over 900,000 students and teachers to 

our nation’s capital to show them first-hand the 

power of the political process and how it relates 

to them.

Using DC as a living classroom, students make personal 

connections with the people, institutions, and iconic 

sites that embody our nation’s past and present.

Through meaningful conversations with students 

from across the country, our programs help young 

people find their unique voice.  The empowerment 

of youth and the issues they care about are at the core 

of what we do. 

We believe that informed citizens create a stronger 

nation, so it’s our mission to provide young people with 

the skills they will need to be actively engaged 

citizens for a lifetime. Not only will students have a 

fun and inspirational experience, they will also 

come back as leaders in their community!

Who We Are

IMPACT
tomorrow

INSPIRE
today

EXPLORE
yesterday
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Capitol Hill Day

Meet with your members of Congress  
or their staff

Attend and observe Congressional  
���}�u�u�]�©�������,�����Œ�]�v�P�• to see how laws 
and policies are formed

Explore the U.S. Capitol Visitor Center 
and Museum

Lunch at the Longworth Cafeteria, a  
hot spot for Washington insiders 

Visit the Supreme Court where many 
landmark cases are decided

Explore the Library of Congress, the 
largest library in the world, and view  
the symbolic art and architecture

Witness the U.S. Senate and House of 
�Z���‰�Œ���•���v�š���Ÿ�À���•��in action in the  
Galleries

���]�v�v���Œ�����š�������[�•���,�]�•�š�}�Œ�]�����h�v�]�}�v���^�š���Ÿ�}�v 

���������µ�o�š�µ�Œ���o�����À���v�š 
See a show at a renowned theater, an 
exclusive performance, or cheer on the 
�t���•�Z�]�v�P�š�}�v���E���Ÿ�}�v���o�•�������•�������o�o team! 

���}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç�������Ÿ�}�v���t�}�Œ�l�•�Z�}�‰ 
What actions can you take to contribute 
�}�v�������o�}�����o�����v�����v���Ÿ�}�v���o���o���À���o?

White House Photo Op 
Discuss the role of the�����Æ�����µ�Ÿ�À�������Œ���v���Z  
as you walk through the President’s  
neighborhood 

Neighborhood Study Visit and Lunch 
Explore DC off the beaten path, e.g. 
Georgetown, Chinatown

Pentagon 9/11 Memorial  
In what ways did the ���À���v�š�•���}�(���õ�l�í�í��
���Z���v�P�������u���Œ�]�������(�}�Œ���À���Œ�M

Arlington Cemetery 
Visit our nation’s most hallowed ground 
and witness the Changing of the Guard

���o�}�•�]�v�P���Z���G�����Ÿ�}�v 
How will you stay engaged on issues that 
matter to you?

Banquet and Dance 
Enjoy a �(�µ�v�r�.�o�o���������À���v�]�v�P���Á�]�š�Z���Ç�}�µ�Œ���v���Á��
friends as you dance the night away
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Sightsee in Washington 
Prior to your departure, spend some  
�u�}�Œ�����Ÿ�u�����]�v���š�Z�������]�š�Ç with your school

Depart for Home

Fr
id

ay

���Œ�Œ�]�À�����]�v���t���•�Z�]�v�P�š�}�v 
Meet your Close Up Concierge and  
explore DC with your school

Welcome Dinner

�'�Œ�}�µ�‰���K�Œ�]���v�š���Ÿ�}�v�� 
Meet students from across the country 
and �P���š���š�}���l�v�}�Á���Ç�}�µ�Œ�����o�}�•�����h�‰�� 
Program Instructor

�/�v�š�Œ�}���µ���Ÿ�}�v���t�}�Œ�l�•�Z�}�‰�Ž�� 
What are the biggest issues that we face 
in our democracy today? 

Issues Debate 
Ask your most challenging political 
questions and engage with a liberal and 
�������}�v�•���Œ�À���Ÿ�À�����������]�v�•�]�����Œ

Su
nd

ay

�d�Z�Œ�������&�������•���}�(�������u�}���Œ�����Ç���^�š�µ���Ç���s�]�•�]�š�Ž 
How do the ideas championed by these  
�(���u�}�µ�•���.�P�µ�Œ���•���]�u�‰�����š���•�}���]���š�Ç?

�:���+���Œ�•�}�v���D���u�}�Œ�]���o�vWhat about our  
government would Jefferson agree or  
disagree with today?

�&���Z���D���u�}�Œ�]���o�vShould government take  
an active role in providing for people’s  
basic needs?

�D�>�<���D���u�}�Œ�]���o�vHow can an ordinary   
citizen accomplish extraordinary things?

�>�µ�v���Z�����š �Z�����P���v�����µ�]�o���]�v�P�����v�����/�v�š���Œ�v���Ÿ�}�v���o��
Trade Center

���u�����•�•�Ç�����]�•���}�À���Œ�Ç 
Step foot on “foreign soil” and discuss the 
�]�v�š���Œ�v���Ÿ�}�v���o���‰�}�o�]�Ÿ�����o���o���v���•�����‰��

�^�u�]�š�Z�•�}�v�]���v���/�v�•�Ÿ�š�µ�Ÿ�}�v�����Æ�‰�o�}�Œ���Ÿ�}�v 
Visit one of the world-renowned  
museums to discover and learn about  
history and culture

Dinner at Hotel

Current Issues Discussion  
Debate hot topics with your new friends  
from across the country

Social Time

M
on

da
y War Memorials Study Visit 

What do the WWII, Vietnam, and Korean 
Memorials say about �š�Z�}�•�����Á�Z�}���Z���À����
�•���Œ�À���������v�����•�����Œ�]�.������?

Lincoln Memorial 
How does the imagery of the Lincoln 
Memorial portray his legacy?

�E���Ÿ�}�v���o���W�}�o�]�Ÿ���•���^���u�]�v���Œ 
Gain inside access and discuss current 
issues with a DC lobbyist, journalist, or 
policymaker 

�>�µ�v���Z�����š���E���Ÿ�}�v���o���W�o������

Capitol Hill Group Photo

U.S. Marine Corps Memorial 
Visit the larger than life representation  
of the �]���}�v�]�����G���P�r�Œ���]�•�]�v�P�����š���/�Á�}���:�]�u��

Dinner at Pentagon City 

�D�}���l�����}�v�P�Œ���•�•���t�}�Œ�l�•�Z�}�‰ 
���������š���U�����u���v���U�����v�����À�}�š�� on the same 
issues elected representatives are  
currently considering 

Social Time

Tu
es

da
y

�Ž�� �t�}�Œ�l�•�Z�}�‰�• ���Œ�� �•�u���o�o �o�����Œ�v�]�v�P ���}�u�u�µ�v�]�Ÿ���• ���}�u�‰�Œ�]�•���� �}�( 
�•�š�µ�����v�š�• �(�Œ�}�u �À���Œ�]�}�µ�• �•�š���š���•�X �������Z �Á�}�Œ�l�•�Z�}�‰ ���}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç  
�]�• �o���� ���Ç �š�Z�� �•���u�� ���o�}�•�� �h�‰ �W�Œ�}�P�Œ���u �/�v�•�š�Œ�µ���š�}�Œ �(�}�Œ �š�Z�� 
���µ�Œ���Ÿ�}�v �}�( �š�Z�� �š�Œ�]�‰�X

�Ž�� �^�š�µ���Ç �s�]�•�]�š�• �o���� ���Ç �Z�]�P�Z�o�Ç�r�š�Œ���]�v���� �]�v�•�š�Œ�µ���š�}�Œ�• �‰�Œ�}�À�]���� 
�µ�v�]�‹�µ�� �}�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�µ�v�]�Ÿ���• �š�} �o�����Œ�v �µ�•�]�v�P �Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�]�� �•�]�š���• ���v��  
�]�v�•�Ÿ�š�µ�Ÿ�}�v�• ���• �o�]�À�]�v�P ���o���•�•�Œ�}�}�u�•�X   

Sample schedule subject to change.

W
ed

ne
sd

ay

Extend your stay!

– Michelle, Student, CA

Enhance your Close Up experience and 
spend an extra day in DC! Choose to 
visit the NEWSEUM, DC’s interactive 
museum of journalism and current 
events, or MT. VERNON, George 
Washington’s home in Virginia!

   Close Up was one  
of the best experiences 
ever!  I loved everything,  
and I will never forget 
this trip!
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