
Close Up Student Writing Program
A great way to stand out in college admissions

Admission:	 College-bound student in grades 11-12
Program Length:	 40 hours (can be done entirely in your community)
Program Dates:	 Sessions run in Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer
Level of Difficulty:	 Advanced, but rewarding and fun
Tuition:	 $2,800 per student  
	 ($2,000 for grads of our Washington High School Program)  
To inquire: 	 Contact Rick Rockelli at rrockelli@CloseUp.org  
	 or 703-967-6688
College Credit:	 Students who pre-register with University of Virginia can earn 1 college credit if they  
	 complete both our Washington High School Program and our Student Writing Program.

This advanced program gives college-bound students a real-world experience in writing, editing and producing 
an essay that will inform their peers in high schools nationwide. Working under the tutelage of our accomplished 
publishing team, students contribute to every phase of the project, including selecting a topic, researching it, 
preparing an outline, and writing the essay. Throughout, they participate with us in a rigorous, but fun, editorial 
process that transforms the draft into a publishable essay. Students receive by-lines for their contributions on 
essays published in one of our flagship print publications or on one of our national web sites.

Program Length: Students can complete this program in approximately 40 hours, working remotely with us from 
their home communities. No travel to Washington, D.C., is required. Instead, we use conference calls, emails, and 
instant messaging, working closely with individual students and small groups of student teams. This enables 
students to experience “best practices” in public policy publishing. Students can do the program in either Fall, 
Winter, Spring or Summer.

What people say about the Program:  Teacher Kevin McGrath from Newton North High (MA) said this after his 
students completed the program:

“My students were thrilled to participate. They gained a real-life experience writing for a reputable 
publication read nationwide. They got to work with Close Up’s great editorial staff, and under a real 
deadline. Their task was to describe a complex policy issue, and with a word limit. This forced them 
to gain a deep understanding of the subject and make their writing very concise. Rather than working 
for a grade, they were twice as motivated by knowing that their efforts would help people their age 
better understand all sides of the issue. Seeing their work published, and under their own names, was 
the perfect culmination to a great program.”
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What topics do Students write about in essays?  Students can write about a wide variety of policy challenges 
facing the United States. This typically can include the U.S. presence abroad, foreign policy, the economy, im-
migration, school reform, health care, energy, the environment, and much more.

About Close Up: The Close Up Foundation is the most renowned civic educator in the U.S. Nonpartisan and 
nonprofit, Close Up exists to help students become informed and engaged citizens. Over 650,000 students 
from all 50 states have graduated from Close Up’s Washington High School Program over the past four de-
cades. In addition, millions of students nationwide have used our flagship social studies text, Current Issues. 
Close Up’s partners include the U.S. Congress, the U.S. Department of Education, the University of Virginia and 
many other venerable institutions. Over 100 members of Congress are on our Advisory Board.

Registration: You can register for this program as a student on your own -- or with a group of up to four stu-
dents from your school. You do not need a teacher, counselor or administrator from your school to nominate 
you or to advise you during the program, although some students choose to have one.  
To get started, or for more info, contact: Rick Rockelli at rrockelli@CloseUp.org.

See 2 min. video.
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